
...read a
 

science article



3 - 5 articles in the 
semester 
(depending on time)

Topics on recent 
physics research 
around the world

Summarise in 
3 - 5 sentences 



Don’t worry if you 
cannot understand 
everything

You only need 
the big picture



What to look for

HOW was it done?

WHAT was discovered?

WHY is it exciting?



Example:  article from BBC news website



Look at the title:

Speed-of-light results



Look at the 1st paragraph:

Cern: world’s largest physics lab

Subatomic particles have gone faster than the speed of light

<

smaller than atom



Look at the 1st paragraph:

Cern: world’s largest physics lab

Subatomic particles have gone faster than the speed of light

WHAT



Big claim! 

Einstein said nothing can travel faster than the speed of 
light.

Yet, scientists have measured a particle going faster.

WHY



This result is 
very surprising!

It must be 
checked very 
very carefully

“Extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence”

Carl Sagen



HOW

A type of particle (“muon neutrino”) was sent from 
Switzerland (Cern) to Italy.

It arrived slightly early, meaning it must have moved faster 
than light.





The result is very exciting!

But.... could be wrong



Scientists have found a particle that may travel faster 
than light.

They measured the speed of “muon neutrinos” 
travelling between Switzerland and Italy.

Einstein said that nothing can travel faster than light. 
This result would change the whole of physics!

WHAT

WHY

HOW

Remember to use your own words! 
(Don’t copy)



Later, the result 
was proven to 
be untrue!

But, questioning even the oldest science ideas is exciting


